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Joey Roth Ceramic Speaker System

was once in Shanghai talking to an audience about

branding and the importance of becoming famous in products. So it's determinedly low-ish tech,

one area, not a gamut of unrelated things. It was with no wireless, no compression, just an

going well. A middle-aged man rose to say he agreed little amp and

with me. What business, | asked, was he in? that are custom-made in Taiwan (with the
“Educational software,” he replied. “And courier services. ceramic elements created by a porcelain studio
And hats.” “Are these different companies?” | asked. “No,” more used to making hand-thrown vases).
he said. “One brand. Consistent, as you advised.” 1 don’t know if I'm imagining it, but the near-total

1 thought of this when I looked at the website of Joey rigidity of porcelain lends a marvellous, audiophile-
Roth, a young industrial desi; based in It’s ing precision and clarity to the sound. And as a
stylish and clever, pretentious in parts, but not grievously piece of design, everything, from every angle, is both
so. What amused me, though, is his heroic disregard for quirky and cool. | was not surprised when | went for
brand consistency. You can buy his self-watering terracotta ademo of the system at a turntable specialist in
planters, a maple- and ased some 's East Village to discover that it is selling
cool posters - oh yes, and a desktop amplifier, speaker and especially well in Japan. But if you're based in the UK you
subwoofer system made from porcelain, birch plywood and can get one shipped from the US - some hi-fi enthusiasts
cork. You won't mind if I concentrate on the latter; it’s the already have. The shipping isn’t cheap, but the product is
most original, interesting and fine-sounding system I've half the price it could be. Splash out and buy Roth’s
come across in a long time for a work desk or small room. ceramic subwoofer, too. You will be knocked out by the
Roth (not to be confused with the British audio company quality and enormity of the sound you achieve.

Roth), who studied ceramics, engineering and psychology, Speakers and amp, $495; whole system with subwoofer
designed the system as an antidote to the processed sound $1,095, plus delivery. See www.joeyroth.com.

technopolis

Dr Dre Executive
headphones

we are all used to in many digital-age audio

Cruise the highways and rat runs of
Gizmo City with the grand wizard
of gadgetology, Jonathan Margolis

. o ;. )
Hippih hipKey

The famous head-transplant conundrum
came to mind when | saw this impressive new

FujiFilm X100S

| have enthused so long and loud about the
retro-styled but decidedly state-of-the-art
FujiFilm X100 these past couple of years that
I hope you will forgive me for returning to it
on two counts: Second thing first: since I last
spoke of it, | have been testing FujiFilm’s wide
conversion lens, which turns the X100 from
the equivalent of a 35mm wide angle to a
28mm. The converter is quite big but after
putting it on | haven't removed it for six
months. And the results are rather beautiful.
More importantly, however, the camera
itself has been given an upgrade, in the form
of the physically identical X100S (which, of
course, the converter also fits). Improvements
can be seen in almost everything - and that
was starting from a heck of a baseline. There’s
amuch bigger, 16-megapixel sensor, a double-
speed processor and triple-speed autofocus.
These are combined with double-speed
start-up, a better electronic viewfinder, faster
shooting, faster processing of raw images,

I'm not one for giving the oxygen of publicity
to the annoying Beats by Dr Dre brand.
However, | recently reviewed and admired its
Pill Bluetooth speaker; and now it has another
product that | secretly like, an upmarket
brother to the brand's ubiquitous plasticky
headphones, so here | go again.

The build quality of this Dr Dre Executive
model is almost the best I've seen - a beautiful
brushed aluminium finish with every detail
near perfect, down to the springy red lead and
plug. They are super-comfortable and the
sound is exciting enough to be on the slightly
harsh side, which you may like. | found it could
be tamed with a £6.99 iDevice (and Mac) app,
BitPerfect. With other headphones | don't
much like BitPerfect, as the attack of maturity
it brings about is a tad drastic. But with the
Executive, the combo really works.

Press one of the “b” symbols on one ear
and you can mute the sound, which
makes them ideal for wearing in public -
except that, for image reasons, I'd
refuse to wear the “b” of shame
anywhere other than at home with
the curtains closed.

Around £270 from Apple stores,
Selfridges and other stockists.
See www.uk.beatsbydre.com.

losing-stuff alarm. If your head is transplanted
onto a body that's no longer being used - a
procedure that has been under discussion at
the wackier kind of medical school for years

- is this a body transplant or a head
transplant? Yes, think about it.

When you've done so, try to work out
whether the Bluetooth hipkey - a solidly made
metal and plastic disc less than 1cm thick and 5cm
in diameter, and with both a proximity and a
movement sensor aboard - is a device for warning you
if you've lost your phone or your keys, or just lost the hipkey

itself. The answer is, it’s all of the above. It will bleep
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Even if you are into filming your derring-do exploits with a

helmet camera and sharing them, it’s likely that your action cam lies

and buzz if it's separated (up to an estimable 50m) from your iPhone or iPad.
You can also attach it to a wallet. Or a child. Or a dog. If you lose any of the
above, you can locate the hipKey using your iPhone. In fact, the more you
think about it, the more mind-spinningly adaptable it is. The hipKey is, of
course, yet another appcessory - a gadget that works in conjunction
with a free app - of the type | have waxed lyrical about on Technopolis
TV. And it is a very nice and useful one indeed.
Around £70; Google for stockists. See www.hippih.com.

better video and a terrific split-image manual
focusing option. I'd upgrade for that last
enhancement alone, though it's pretty
magnificent all round.

Around £999; FujiFilm Wide Conversion Lens
WCL-X100, around £280; Google for stockists.
2 See www.fujifilm.eu or call 01234-572 000.

dormant for much of the year. This bracket enables you to mount a regular
compact camera - most of which shoot video these days - on a helmet, where it can be
adjusted using a tripod-type head. | wouldn'’t fancy putting an expensive camera on such
an arrangement - or, indeed, being seen with a camera on my head. But that's just me.
Camera Demon, £24.95. See www.camerademon.com.
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